
BE A PART OF
SOMETHING SPECIAL
A Guide to How You Can Help Us Grow and Thrive 



Here’s Why

As the oldest continuously operating private school in Miami, we 
know we are doing something right. There is something special 
about our community, and more and more families continue to rally 
around the cause of a Cushman education.

Our aim is to teach children how to become responsible adults of 
good character who will accomplish something meaningful in and 
for the world.

With more than 700 students from diverse backgrounds and life 
experiences, we are building world-class leaders for the world-class 
stage.



We rely on our community’s generosity to be able to enhance the 
special Cushman magic. We believe that giving builds stronger 
bonds and more engaged parents while demonstrating a 
commitment and belief in our mission and vision.

That is why it is our goal to have
100% parent participation in our fundraising efforts.  

Throughout this booklet is a breakdown on giving with the many 
ways you can make an impact. Included are some key giving 
definitions that provide information on each opportunity available 
to you.

DONATING 101
What Are the Ways to Give? 



Gifts to The Cushman Fund are dollars that are a part of our School’s 
yearly budget designed to help cover operating expenses. Given 
on an annual basis, these donations are used by The Cushman 
School to implement innovative programming and personalized 
services that tuition revenue doesn’t cover. Usually, the gifts are 
unrestricted, and give us the necessary tools to be forward thinking 
and relevant while providing your children or family member with 
an excellent education.  

Because costs go up every year, our Cushman Fund goal also 
increases yearly. The Cushman Fund covers such items as 
technology enhancements, experiential learning programs, 
athletic programs, upgrades to the campus, professional 
development for faculty, and scholarships for those in need. Your 
100% participation is what makes the magic happen!



What distinguishes and characterizes our Cushman family is our 
community. We value kindness, love, courage, empathy, and 
giving, and teach our students to follow those principles. We care 
about each other and look out for one another. 

It is during times of hardship, obstacles and struggle, that we come 
together as a family to support each other through the journey.  We 
find opportunity within challenges and are resilient while ensuring the 
members of our community have what they need. While modeling 
kindness and empathy, we are teaching our children to be leaders 
of the present and future. 

Kindness, Adaptability, Responsibility, Empathy, Support



As our Cushman community works together to propel our school 
forward, we realize that there may be some of our families who will 
face greater hardships than others. 

To aid members of our family who will endure difficulties in the 
future, and help our school and community recover and thrive 
after the storm has passed, we have come together to form the 
Cushman K.A.R.E.S. Fund. 

From helping our families who are facing increased financial strain, 
providing Cushman with a robust technical infrastructure enabling 
anywhere, anytime learning, to supporting our School as we 
recover from this pandemic, the Cushman K.A.R.E.S. Fund is our 
way to show we CARE.

CUSHMAN K.A.R.E.S. (CONTINUED)



An integral part of learning is play. Children must jump, hop, sing, 
dance, color, listen to and play music; run, push and participate in 
creative and athletic activities to expand their minds and let their 
imaginations wander.  At Cushman, this has been our philosophy 
since our founding in 1924, and we teach our students the 
importance of creativity and teamwork for their long-term success 
and happiness.

Play to Learn is a venue that will include a rooftop field, an indoor 
gymnasium, a stage and performing arts center, a dance studio 
and music classrooms. This new Performing Arts & Athletic Center 
will allow us to expand and provide an enhanced platform to 
help our children showcase their many talents, and spark joy in 
our hearts through incredible performances, games and artistic 
activities. This alignment to Dr. Cushman’s aims, demonstrates 
Cushman’s 96th year enlivening the arts and athletics in all aspects 
of school life.



A capital campaign can be defined as major gifts that are 
requested to help make much needed upgrades to facilities. While 
your gift to The Cushman Fund helps cover operating expenses, 
capital campaign gifts can be equated to making construction 
upgrades to your home.  While you make an investment toward 
the addition or bathroom renovation, you would still have to pay a 
monthly mortgage.  To this end, Cushman must be able to cover its 
operating costs, while ensuring that it continues to enliven its Master 
Property Plan to provide a better experience for our students. 
Cushman conducts a capital campaign periodically, and since 
many times these gifts are large, they are usually pledges paid 
over three to five years.

For more information on The Cushman School Master Property Plan, 
please contact James Knapp at jknapp@cushmanschool.org or 
Arvi Balserio at abalseiro@cushmanschool.org.

THE CUSHMAN
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN



The Cushman School’s Laura Cushman Endowment is a pool of 
money that is invested to produce a stream of income for our 
school. An endowment is a restricted fund in which the donated 
funds remain intact, and the school uses the interest income to help 
cover additional yearly costs, fund scholarships, or expand services 
and facilities, and cover unexpected expenses. The endowment  
is like a savings account for our organization that provides a 
consistent and ongoing source of revenue to supplement annual 
fundraising efforts and ensures the future of our Mission. By giving 
to The Laura Cushman Endowment you are helping The Cushman 
School prepare for the future and ensure that we will be able to 
continue to provide a world class education.

GIVE US THE GIFT OF
SUSTAINABILITY



A planned gift is the process of making a significant charitable gift 
that is part of one’s financial or estate plan. Often these come in 
the form of a bequest, trust, stock, estate, or gift of real or personal 
property, and the gifts help both the donor and the School. Through 
these gifts, donors can reduce taxes, increase income, or satisfy 
another personal financial need. In return, the school receives a 
significant outright or deferred gift.

As part of the Cushman Legacy Society, your planned gift will 
benefit future generations and solidify your legacy with The 
Cushman School in perpetuity. Planned giving is the perfect 
vehicle for those who believe in giving back for the benefit of 
future generations. You could enjoy a family naming opportunity, 
commit to a bigger gift by combining an outright donation with 
deferred support or could choose to make or leave The Cushman 
School as a benefactor in your will.

Before you name The Cushman School in your will or you consider 
making a planned gift, we would love to talk to you. Also, consult 
with an attorney or financial advisor to explore the type of planned 
gift that is best for you and your family.

CUSHMAN LEGACY SOCIETY



Every year, The Cushman School hosts and organizes several 
different community building events and initiatives. See how you 
can support below:

OTHER WAYS TO SUPPORT

Halloween Howl
Held yearly during Halloween time, our annual carnival in October 
is a great way to support Cushman and demonstrate your 
Cushman Spirit.

Teacher for a Day
Ever wondered what it would feel like to be a Teacher for a 
Day? Every December, your child could enjoy the opportunity to 
become his or her teacher, coach or even the Head of Schools. 
The bidding for Teacher for a Day is great fun!

#Shop Event
Held every year, it is your chance to support local vendors as you 
plan for your holiday gifts, while also helping to raise funds for our 
School.

The Cushman Gala
Our annual party for a purpose is held every Spring and helps raise 
funds for The Cushman Fund.



KEY GIVING DEFINITIONS

Leadership gifts are large donations that set the pace for giving at 
an early stage of an annual fund or capital campaign, although 
they may arrive at any time during a fundraising effort. Leadership 
gifts are important because they get the campaign off to a strong 
start and set an example of generosity for the entire community.

Leadership Gifts

Many corporations encourage giving from their employees, 
and when they do so, they match their staff’s philanthropic 
contributions. 

Matching gifts allows you to double or even triple your gift to our 
school. If your employer is a matching gift corporation, get a 
matching gift form (usually from your company’s Human Resources 
Department), fill it out, and send it into our Advancement Team.  We 
will then submit the form to your company’s matching department 
and they will send a check directly to our school.  

Matching Gifts

Gifts-In-Kind
Gifts-in-Kind are donations of needed goods and services, rather 
than money. These can be in the form of vehicles, computers, 
musical instruments, carpentry, printing services, etc. To ensure that 
all the gifts we receive are needed and won’t cost too much to 
maintain and restore, we approach Gifts in Kind with much care. 
As there are also rules and regulations in regard to valuation and 
tax credits, we are here to help you, but also invite you to consult 
with a tax expert prior to giving. 



KEY GIVING DEFINITIONS

Participation can be defined as the percentage of parents who 
give a gift of any size to Cushman. Our aim is to have all of our 
parents give back to our School and reach 100% participation.  
This percentage can also have an impact on gifts from outside 
sources; most foundations consider parent participation rates 
before donating funds to a school.

Participation, support and engagement from all our Cushman 
families is imperative to our successful impact on your children. 
By giving and supporting our School during the annual Cushman 
Fund appeal, or supporting our capital projects, you are sending 
the powerful message that you believe in The Cushman School—
our programs, teachers and administration—who work every day 
to provide our students with the best possible experience rooted in 
kindness and love. You are helping to solidify the implementation 
of our programming and scholarships, while demonstrating you 
are a proud Cougar!

Parent Participation

Restricted gifts can be spent only for a specific purpose you 
choose, such as financial aid or a particular academic program. 
Unrestricted gifts can be spent where the School believes the 
need is greatest. Donors may ask to designate their unrestricted 
annual gifts to certain broad areas of current-year operating 
support, such as professional development, visual and performing 
arts programming, or scholarships.

An unrestricted gift is the highest form of philanthropy. It helps the 
School most because it shows that you believe in the School’s 
mission and gives the School the freedom to place the money 
where, in the wisdom of the Board and/or the administration, it will 
serve the best purpose.

Restricted and Unrestricted Giving



At Cushman, our parents are our partners in fulfilling our mission. 
We know that in our quest to help our children develop into future 
leaders of  strong character, parents are our strongest and most 
reliable allies. This is why we need your help.
 

Give the Gift of Time

Volunteering is a perfect way for you to contribute to our community 
and show our children the importance of service leadership and 
giving back.
 
As a member of our Cushman School Parents Association (CSPA) you 
are the link between our teachers, administration and our parents. 
A building block and direct connection point for our Cougar 
Family, you are helping to build our community. An extension of 
our Administrative team you are helping Cushman achieve its 
goals. From our athletics, and pizza lunches to community building 
events and volunteering for our Gala, as part of the CSPA  you 
will be an integral part of our community and help advance our 
mission.  You can also serve as a room parent, helping to support 
our brilliant and talented teachers as they work hard to instill key 
skills and knowledge in your children.
 
The CSPA is managed and run by a team of four officers. Current 
CSPA officer positions include President, Vice President, Treasurer, 
Secretary.
 
If you are interested in participating please email Lisa Arvin at 
larvin@cushmanschool.org

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES



Your support has an immediate impact on the experience of your 
children and our Cushman community.

Donations may be made by a multi-year pledge, cash, or 
securities. All cash donations may be made by cash, credit card, 

personal check, business check, or foundation check.

Thank you for your continued support!

WAYS TO DONATE



The Cushman School
An Identity Linked to Excellence

Pre-K to 12th grade I CushmanSchool.org
Main Campus (Pre-K – 8th grade) I 592 NE 60th Street I Miami, FL 33137

High School Campus (9th – 12th grade) I 4700 Biscayne Blvd. I Miami, FL 33137

Advancement Office
4700 Biscayne Blvd. I Miami, FL 33137

JKnapp@CushmanSchool.org I 954-662-6212


